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has been compounded by the lack of national guidance on 
what should be included in an ERA for GM mosquitoes. Best 
practice would have been to develop such guidance first, and 
to publish it for public consultation, rather than allowing the 
developer of the GM mosquitoes to decide what should be 
in the ERA. An ERA should then have been published by the 
regulator, including aspects omitted from the CSIRO report 
which are required under Burkina Faso’s legislation (such as 
social aspects). Further, there has been no public consultation 
on the ERA, which should have taken place prior to any decision 
to approve the proposed releases. The Cartagena Protocol, in its 
Article 23.2, obliges Parties to consult the public in the decision-
making process regarding LMOs.

The lack of a comprehensive, published ERA, which has 
been subject to a full public consultation, undermines the 
reported approval of these experiments. In addition, it makes 
it impossible to implement requirements for fully informed 
consent, because local people cannot be fully informed about 
the risks before making a decision on whether to accept them. 

3. Conclusions
Since the benefits of the proposed trial do not outweigh the 
risks, the proposed open release of GM mosquitoes in Burkina 
Faso should not be undertaken.

Further, under EU law, the exporter should provide a 
transboundary notification, including a publicly available 
environmental risk assessment that meets EU standards before 
exporting GM insect eggs for open release to foreign countries. 
This is a minimum requirement to provide adequate protection 
of the biological diversity and human health. 

Transparency, public consultation (including on the 
environmental risk assessment) and fully informed consent 
(which requires participants in trials to be informed 
about the risks) are important issues, which must be fully 
addressed before any open release of GM mosquitoes into 
the environment is considered in the future. Specific guidance 
on the environmental risk assessment of GM mosquitoes 
also needs to be adopted in Burkina Faso, with adequate 
public consultation and debate, before open releases of GM 
mosquitoes are contemplated there.

These issues will become of even more importance for larger-
scale releases of GM insects (should they be proposed in the 
future), where the environments of other Parties may also be 
exposed to risks. Failure to address these issues now will add to 
concerns that other strains of GM insects, potentially including 
those with gene drive, will be released in future without 
adequate controls to protect biological diversity and human 
health.
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About the organisations publishing this briefing
On 7 April 2015 the African Centre for Biosafety officially changed its name to the African 
Centre for Biodiversity (ACB). This name change was agreed by consultation within the 
ACB to reflect the expanded scope of our work over the past few years. All ACB publications 
prior to this date will remain under our old name of African Centre for Biosafety and should 
continue to be referenced as such. We remain committed to dismantling inequalities in the 
food and agriculture systems in Africa and our belief in people’s right to healthy and culturally 
appropriate food, produced through ecologically sound and sustainable methods, and their right 
to define their own food and agricultural systems.

Address: PO box 29170, Melville 2109, Johannesburg, South Africa.
Tel: +27 (0)11 486 1156 
Email: office@acbio.org.za
Website: www.acbio.org.za

Third World Network (TWN) is a network of groups and individuals involved in bringing about a 
greater articulation of the needs, aspirations and rights of the people in the Third World and in 
promoting a fair distribution of world resources and forms of development which are humane 
and are in harmony with nature.

Address: 131 Jalan Macalister, 10400 Penang, Malaysia.
Tel: 60-4-2266728/2266159
Fax: 60-4-2264505 
E-mail: twn@twnetwork.org
Website: www.twn.my

GeneWatch UK is a not-for-profit group that monitors developments in genetic technologies 
from a public interest, human rights, environmental protection and animal welfare perspective. 
GeneWatch believes people should have a voice in whether or how these technologies are used 
and campaigns for safeguards for people, animals and the environment.

Address: 86, Dedworth Rd., Windsor, UK, SL4 5AY, UK
Tel: +44-(0)330-0010507
E-mail: mail@genewatch.org
Website: www.genewatch.org 
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