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GeneWatch UK opposes the deregulation of genetically engineered (GE) plant varieties referred to
as: DAS-40278-9 corn, DAS-68416-4 soybean, and DAS-44406-6 soybean (also known as Enlist™ corn
and soybean).

2,4-D resistant GM crops are a reaction to the spread of 'superweeds' in the United States, which are
resistant to the weedkiller glyphosate. The blanket spraying of herbicide tolerant GE crops with
glyphosate has significantly increased the use of this herbicide, causing major problems for farmers
as herbicide-tolerant weeds evolve and destroying habitats, such as the milkweed habitat for
Monarch butterflies, leading to major environmental harm. See, for example:
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Allowing new herbicide-tolerant crops onto the market will exacerbate not solve these problems.
This requires consideration of the likely impacts of a significant increase in (repeated year-after-year)
blanket spraying of crops with 2,4-D on the environment, agriculture and human health. Issues that
should be considered include:

e High volatility of 2,4-D and likely wind drift with impacts on other agricultural/horticultural
systems as well as wildlife habitats;

e The future evolution of 2,4-D resistant weeds, their impact on herbicide use, and likely
negative impact on effective weed management and the sustainability of agriculture (i.e.
reduced options for weed control);

e Impacts of a significant increase in future herbicide use on wildlife habitats and
environmental protection goals, including plant diversity;

e Health risks due to worker exposure and/or environmental contamination with 2,4-D,
including potential contamination with dioxins and endocrine disruptor effects;

e Pesticide residues in crops, including for export overseas.
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