Parliamentary Questions on DNA (forensics)

May 2009
---------------

Questions
Asked by Baroness Warsi
To ask Her Majesty's Government how much they have paid the Association of Chief Police Officers for project work in each of the past three years. [HL2911]

To ask Her Majesty's Government for what projects they have paid the Association of Chief Police Officers in each of the past three years. [HL2912]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): The Home Office has provided funding for the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) since 1997.

In addition to an annual grant in aid payment, the Home Office has made regular payments to the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) to fund a number of specific projects or in support of initiatives that are best delivered by those with professional police experience. All the grants are prescribed only for the project or use specified. From the information currently held by the department, the payments made to ACPO since 2006-07 have been listed as an annexe to this response.
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	Home Office Payments to ACPO

	
	Financial year
	
	
	

	
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09
	Detail

	Project
	£
	£
	£
	Funding allocated only for these purposes

	Grant Aid
	836,232
	836,232
	836,232
	To meet the costs of the ACPO President and part of the ACPO office costs

	ACIST
	2,988,115
	
	
	To fund the ACPO Change & Implementation Support Team

	Criminal Records project
	110,000
	110,000
	110,000
	UK Central Authority for exchange of criminal records

	Operation Sycamore
	700,000
	
	
	Investigation into prostitution project

	Community Tensions project
	60,000
	60,000
	82,172
	To fund the ACPO National Community Tensions Team

	Domestic Extremism project
	2,000,000
	2,000,000
	2,000,000
	To fund the ACPO Domestic Extremism Team

	Disaster Victims Identification
	253,128
	314,296
	216,060
	To fund the ACPO UK DIVI Management Team

	Stockwell project
	
	230,000
	
	Learning lessons of the Stockwell incident

	Drugs Conference
	
	
	10,000
	Contribution to ACPO conference

	Cannabis cultivation
	
	
	40,000
	Funding part of the costs of a co-ordinator

	Wildlife crime
	15,367
	15,367
	150,000
	Funding for the National Wildlife Crime Unit

	Vehicle Intelligence
	
	
	100,000
	Funding for ACPO Vehicle Intelligence Service

	Car Parking
	200,000
	185,000
	130,000
	Funding for ACPO Safer Car parking Scheme

	Co-ordination of Counter-Terrorism policing
	
	5,300,664
	4,000,000
	Funds the national co-ordination functions: the National Co-ordinator of Special Branch, media liaison work, CT training needs analysis and the police contribution to the Border Management programme.

	Prevent
	
	355,586
	1,159,500
	Prevent Channel project

	Prevent
	
	
	4,705,810
	Prevent policing

	Protective Services
	
	60,600
	189,400
	Co-ordination costs

	Level 2
	
	2,000,000
	
	Level 2 project

	Operation Overt
	
	268,581
	
	PNICC work on the air terrorist action

	RIUs
	8,000,000
	8,000,000
	
	Setting up Regional Intelligence Units

	Policing the Olympics
	
	
	220,000
	Co-ordinating work

	Prisoner Intelligence Network
	948,665
	3,841,899
	4,598,961
	Support funding for programme

	AVCIS (ACPO vehicle crime intelligence service)
	
	420,000
	
	Organised vehicle crime investigation

	AVCIS—TruckPol
	
	50,000
	
	Freight crime intelligence service

	ACPO Drugs CBA
	10,000
	10,000
	
	Contribution to ACPO organised drugs conference

	Operation Cube (ACRO)
	450,000
	0
	0
	DNA analysis

	Operation Element (National Community Tension Team)
	
	200,000
	170,000
	NCTT—Operation Element (2007-08 funding)

	Knife Crime
	0
	0
	81,250
	Knife Crime £100,000 funding approx agreed for 8 mth (mid Sep 08 to mid May 09)

	Domestic violence posters
	0
	0
	4,690
	Domestic violence awareness campaign. Grant agreement signed—funding awaited

	Totals
	14,571,507
	22,258,225
	16,804,075
	


Asked by Lord Stoddart of Swindon
------------

National DNA Database

Statement
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): My right honourable friend the Secretary of State for the Home Department (Jacqui Smith) has made the following Written Ministerial Statement.

On 16 December 2008, I announced that I would bring forward proposals to implement the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of S and Marper.

I am pleased to announce today the commencement of the public consultation exercise to keep the right people on the DNA database through the retention, use and governance of DNA and fingerprints. Copies of the consultation paper will be placed in the Vote Office and the Libraries of both Houses.
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The European Court found that the “blanket and indiscriminate” retention policy for DNA and fingerprints breached Article 8. We, of course, accept the judgment of the court. But we also accept the court's recognition of the importance of using DNA and fingerprints to tackle and prevent crime, terrorism and ensure public protection. Public protection has been our key priority in developing these proposals. The proposals focus on achieving a proportionate balance between allowing the police to effectively detect, investigate and deal with offenders whilst ensuring that appropriate safeguards and protections are available to the individual. To achieve that balance, I am proposing changes in five key areas.

First I am proposing that all samples are destroyed. This involves both existing samples held by the police and, in future, a requirement that samples must be destroyed no later than six months from the date on which they were taken.

Secondly, profiles for persons arrested but not convicted may only be retained for a maximum period of six years. Thereafter they must be automatically removed. The profile of a person arrested for an offence in relation to violent, sexual or terrorist offences would be retained for 12 years and thereafter automatically removed. Any offending or further arrest within that timeline will result in a new period of six or 12 years as appropriate being applied. These timescales are based on groundbreaking research by the Jill Dando Institute.

Thirdly, young people aged under 18 years old may be involved in crime during their developing years, but for many it is an isolated incident. That is why I am setting out proposals which would allow the DNA of a person arrested and convicted of a minor offence to be removed from the database on reaching 18 years old. For those arrested and not convicted of any further offences, the profiles will be deleted after six years or on their eighteenth birthday, whichever is sooner. I have already requested those under 10 to be removed from the database. That has been done.

Fourthly, in terms of openness and transparency, I am proposing that the criteria for destruction of profiles and fingerprints before expiry of the six-year or 12-year period should be set out in regulations, and not just police guidance as at present. This would enable people to know whether or not they would qualify to make such an application to their local chief constable. People would also be able to judicially review the decision of the chief constable if they disagreed with his/her decision. I am also proposing that an independent advisory panel be established to monitor implementation of the regulations.

Lastly, I indicated in December 2008 that we need to make sure that those who should be on the database, are on the database. That is why I have included proposals extending police powers to take samples and fingerprints following conviction. The proposals also outline powers to change the law to include those serious violent and sexual offenders who are now back in the community and so that UK citizens or residents who commit offences overseas involving violence or sexual matters have their DNA taken upon return to the UK.
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The approach I am putting forward for consideration is about implementing the judgment and applying the scope provided for in the judgment to ensure public protection and enhance individual safeguards.

------------------
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Police: Databases

Question
Asked by Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people are included in the police DNA database. [HL2617]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): As at 31 March 2009 there were records on the national DNA database relating to an estimated 4,859,934 individuals included by all police forces, of which an estimated 4,561,201 were from English and Welsh forces.

---------------

