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National DNA Database

Question
Asked by Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer
To ask Her Majesty's Government what differences in the sensitivity and utility of data in the national DNA database and the National Fingerprint Database account for the different rules for collection, storage and removal of personal data that apply to those databases. [HL2757]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): The legal provisions governing the taking and retention of DNA samples and fingerprints for the national DNA database (NDNAD) and the national fingerprint database (IDENT1) are set out in the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), as amended by the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 and the Criminal Justice Act 2003. They provide that both DNA and fingerprints may be taken from a person arrested for a recordable offence and retained indefinitely, including for persons who are not convicted of a crime.

Policy on the retention of DNA and fingerprint records is being reviewed in the light of the judgment of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of S and Marper. The Government are considering their response to the judgment in conjunction with the Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers. A White Paper will be published later this year which will contain proposals on how we intend to implement the judgment.

In relation to the removal of records, under the provisions in PACE, the decision on whether to agree to a request from an individual to have their DNA profile, fingerprints and associated records removed from police databases lies with the chief officer of the force which took the DNA sample and fingerprint records.

In January 2006, the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) issued guidance to chief officers on the consideration of applications for the removal of DNA samples, fingerprint records and Police National Computer records taken by forces in England and Wales. The ACPO guidelines make it clear that it is expected that DNA profiles and fingerprints which have been taken lawfully will be removed in exceptional cases only.
------------

Children: Maintenance

Mr. Vara: To ask the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions (1) how much the Child Support Agency spent on paternity tests in each of the last five years; [265860]

(2) how many requests for DNA paternity tests were lodged with the Child Support Agency by non-resident fathers in each of the last five years; and how many such requests were granted; [265868]

(3) on what grounds the Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission may decline to carry out a paternity test on the request of a presumed non-resident father. [265870]

Kitty Ussher: The Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission is responsible for the child maintenance system including the Child Support Agency. I have therefore asked the Child Maintenance Commissioner to write to the hon. Member with the information requested.

Letter from Stephen Geraghty:
In reply to your recent Parliamentary Questions about the Child Support Agency, the Secretary of State promised a substantive reply from the Child Maintenance Commissioner as the Child Support Agency is now the responsibility of the Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission.
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You asked the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, how much the Child Support Agency spent on paternity tests in each of the last five years, [265860] and

How many requests for DNA paternity tests were lodged with the Child Support Agency by non-resident fathers in each of the last five years; and how many such requests were granted, [265868] and

On what grounds the Child Support Agency may decline to carry out a paternity test on the request of a presumed non-resident father. [265870]

The Child Support Agency is able to presume paternity without the need for a DNA test where certain conditions are met, for example where the non-resident parent was married to the parent with care at the time of conception or is named on the birth certificate. These conditions in full are set out in Section 26 of the Child Support Act 1991. Where the parent with care casts doubt as to our presumption of paternity, or where the non-resident parent has provided evidence to show that he may not be the father, the Child Support Agency does have the discretion to ask a DNA testing company, approved by the Ministry of Justice, to undertake a DNA test. This is subject to both parents agreeing to such a test being carried out.

Where the non-resident parent is unable to produce evidence to support his challenge to the Commission's presumption of paternity, the Child Support Agency may decline a request to be referred to a DNA testing company, however the non-resident parent retains the right to seek to rebut such a presumption through the courts. The Child Support Agency will however also accept the results of any DNA test obtained privately by the parents, provided that the Agency is satisfied that the test was properly carried out by a company approved by the Ministry of Justice.

The Child Support Agency does not hold any information on the number of non-resident parents who request a DNA test and the number subsequently referred by the Child Support Agency to an approved DNA testing company. Such information as is available on the amount spent by the Child Support Agency in relation to DNA tests and the number of DNA tests undertaken on behalf of the Child Support Agency are set out in the attached table.

I hope you find this answer helpful.

	Child Support Agency—DNA testing

	
	CSA spend on DNA tests( 1 ) (£ million)
	Number of DNA tests taken( 2)

	2003-04
	0.67
	2,444

	2004-05
	0.55
	2,888

	2005-06
	0.54
	2,454

	2006-07
	0.39
	3,602

	2007-08
	0.45
	3,474

	(1) Includes refunds for DNA tests privately funded. The Agency is unable to separately identify receipts collected from non-resident parents for Agency funded tests where paternity was proven. In normal circumstances, a full refund would be made if an alleged non-resident parent paid for a test privately and was proven not to be the father.
(2) Includes information on the number of DNA test undertaken on behalf of the Child Support Agency. Does not include those tests taken independently on behalf of either parent.


------------------

Police: Databases

Question
Asked by Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay
To ask Her Majesty's Government whether Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay is included in the police DNA database. [HL2619]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): An individual may have their DNA profile included on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) for one of two reasons. If the person is arrested for a recordable offence and detained in a police station then the police have powers under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) to take a DNA sample from them and submit a profile derived from it to the NDNAD. Alternatively, a profile may be retained if the person volunteers to provide a DNA sample in the course of a police investigation and agrees in writing for their DNA profile to be stored on the NDNAD.

The NDNAD is operated by the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) on behalf of police forces. Information on whether an individual has a record on the NDNAD is restricted to legitimate users of police computer systems. If an individual wishes to find out whether their DNA is on the NDNAD they should approach the police force that they think may have taken their sample, and make a subject access request to ask whether their details are recorded on the NDNAD. The police force can then carry out the necessary procedures to check this.
-------------------

Police: Databases

Question
Asked by Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay
To ask Her Majesty's Government whether Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay is included in the police DNA database. [HL2619]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): An individual may have their DNA profile included on the National DNA Database (NDNAD) for one of two reasons. If the person is arrested for a recordable offence and detained in a police station then the police have powers under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) to take a DNA sample from them and submit a profile derived from it to the NDNAD. Alternatively, a profile may be retained if the person volunteers to provide a DNA sample in the course of a police investigation and agrees in writing for their DNA profile to be stored on the NDNAD.

The NDNAD is operated by the National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) on behalf of police forces. Information on whether an individual has a record on the NDNAD is restricted to legitimate users of police computer systems. If an individual wishes to find out whether their DNA is on the NDNAD they should approach the police force that they think may have taken their sample, and make a subject access request to ask whether their details are recorded on the NDNAD. The police force can then carry out the necessary procedures to check this.
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Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) how many DNA profiles of subjects aged (a) under 10, (b) 11 to 18 and (c) over 18 years were added to the National DNA Database in 2008; and how many in each category have been added in 2009 to date; [265892]

(2) how many children under the age of 10 years had details on the national DNA database on (a) 1 December 2008 and (b) 1 March 2009; [266637]
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(3) how many children under the age of 10 years have had their details added to the national DNA database since December 2008. [266638]

Mr. Alan Campbell: The figures given in Table 1 show the number of profiles added to the National DNA Database (NDNAD) by police forces in England and Wales in 2008, broken down by age. The figures given in Table 2 show the number of profiles added to the NDNAD by police forces in England and Wales in 2009 (at 23 March), broken down by age. The age groups represent the age of an individual on the date when their profile was loaded on to the NDNAD. The figures show the number of profiles added to the NDNAD; some of these have since been deleted.

Information on the number of DNA profiles of children under 10 held on the NDNAD on 1 December 2008 and 1 March 2009 is not available and cannot be obtained retrospectively. However, information is available for other dates in December 2008 and March 2009. On 16 December 2008, there were 62 profiles held on the NDNAD by England and Wales forces of children who were aged under 10.

There were also a further 29 profiles of children who were aged under 10 when their profile was loaded on to the NDNAD but who were aged 10 or over on 16 December 2008. On 2 March 2009 there were five profiles held on the NDNAD of children who were aged under 10; and one profile of a child who was aged under 10 when his/her profile was loaded on to the NDNAD but who was aged 10 or over on 2 March.

Table 2 shows that four profiles from children aged under 10 have been loaded to the NDNAD since December 2008. The four samples may have been taken by forces and sent to a forensic laboratory for profiling before 16 December 2008, and then loaded on to the NDNAD by the laboratory at the end of the automated profiling process. These four profiles have since been deleted and at 5 March 2009 all profiles of children who were under 10 when their profile was loaded (regardless of current age) held by England and Wales forces had been deleted from the NDNAD.

	Table 1: Profiles added to the NDNAD by England and Wales forces in 2008, broken down by age

	
	Number

	Under 10
	63

	10-18
	126,972

	Over 18
	387,496

	Unknown age on load
	54

	Total
	514,585
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	Table 2: Profiles added to the NDNAD by England and Wales forces in 2009( 1) , broken down by age

	
	Number

	Under 10
	4

	10-18
	25,610

	Over 18
	91,222

	Unknown age on load
	65

	Total
	116,901

	(1) At 23 March 2009


-------------

National DNA Database

Questions
Asked by Baroness Miller of Chilthorne Domer
To ask Her Majesty's Government how they are responding to the finding of the European Court of Human Rights in December 2008 that keeping the DNA of innocent people on the national DNA database contravenes the European Convention on Human Rights. [HL2685]

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will remove the profiles of 500,000 innocent people from the national DNA database; and whether they will review the procedure for applying for a profile to be removed. [HL2686]
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The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): The Government introduced an amendment at Commons Committee stage to the Policing and Crime Bill to provide for regulations on the retention, use and governance of DNA to be laid before Parliament shortly. The content of the regulations will be informed by a public consultation exercise before the summer on proposals to implement the judgment.

Asked by Lord Hanningfield
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people are on the national DNA database in the east of England; and how that compares to the other English regions. [HL2776]

Lord West of Spithead: The table shows the number of subject profiles held on the national DNA database (NDNAD) by forces in England and Wales as at 31 March 2009. The forces have been grouped by Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) region and a total figure has been given for each region.

Information on the NDNAD is recorded and held on the basis of the police force which took the DNA sample. As address details are not recorded on the NDNAD, it is not possible to say how many people resident in any one area have profiles on the NDNAD. Profiles held by any one police force will include people who have been sampled by that force but are not resident within the force area, and will exclude people who are resident in that force area but have had their sample taken by another force.

The number of subject profiles held on the NDNAD is not the same as the number of individuals with a profile on the database. As it is possible for a profile to be loaded onto the NDNAD on more than one occasion, some profiles held on the NDNAD are a replicata. This can occur, for example, if the person provided different names, or different versions of their name, on separate arrests, or because profiles are upgraded. The replication rate for the NDNAD as a whole is currently estimated at 13.5 per cent although the rate may vary between police forces.



20 Apr 2009 : Column WA354



	ACPO Region
	Force
	Number of subject profiles held

	East Midlands
	Derbyshire
	95,485

	
	Nottinghamshire
	108,464

	
	Lincolnshire
	53,827

	
	Leicestershire
	72,893

	
	Northamptonshire
	49,028

	
	East Midlands
	379,697

	Eastern
	Cambridgeshire
	59,370

	
	Norfolk
	70,768

	
	Suffolk
	52,275

	
	Bedfordshire
	50,756

	
	Hertfordshire
	82,157

	
	Essex
	140,103

	
	Eastern
	455,429

	London
	Metropolitan Police
	898,192

	
	City Of London Police
	24,631

	
	London
	922,823

	North East
	Northumbria
	183,640

	
	Durham
	57,141

	
	North Yorkshire
	62,360

	
	West Yorkshire
	235,519

	
	South Yorkshire
	129,833

	
	Humberside
	89,848

	
	Cleveland
	57,073

	
	North East
	815,414

	North West
	Cumbria
	50,776

	
	Lancashire
	156,202

	
	Merseyside
	152,013

	
	Greater Manchester Police
	270,037

	
	Cheshire
	87,873

	
	North West
	716,901

	South East
	Thames Valley
	166,911

	
	Hampshire
	160,630

	
	Surrey
	66,406

	
	Kent
	155,698

	
	Sussex
	123,078

	
	South East
	672,723

	South Western
	Devon and Cornwall
	120,762

	
	Avon and Somerset
	114,196

	
	Gloucestershire
	49,240

	
	Wiltshire
	54,341

	
	Dorset
	54,954

	
	South Western
	393,493

	Wales
	North Wales
	64,719

	
	Gwent
	56,461

	
	South Wales Constabulary
	127,784

	
	Dyfed-Powys
	53,377

	
	Wales
	302,341

	West Midlands
	West Midlands
	320,688

	
	Staffordshire
	109,442

	
	West Mercia
	84,234

	
	Warwickshire Police
	35,803

	
	West Midlands
	550,167


Total subject profiles for all England and Wales forces 5,208,988.

Total estimated individuals for all England and Wales forces 4,505,775.

-------------------

Police: Databases

Question
Asked by Lord Oakeshott of Seagrove Bay
To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people were included in the police DNA database in each year for which data are available. [HL2618]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): The National DNA Database (NDNAD) is a continually changing database, so it is not possible to give the total number of profiles held on it at the end of each year retrospectively. However, the table gives the number of subject profiles added to the NDNAD by English and Welsh forces in each year since its inception. The numbers cannot be added together to give the total number of subject profiles on the NDNAD, as some profiles will have been removed throughout each year.

It should be noted that the number of subject profiles held on the NDNAD is not the same as the number of individuals with a profile on the database. As it is possible for a profile to be loaded onto the NDNAD on more than one occasion, some profiles held on the NDNAD are replicates. This can occur, for example, if the person provided different names, or different versions of their name, on separate arrests, or because profiles are upgraded. The estimated replication rate for the NDNAD is currently 13.5 per cent.

At 30 March 2009, there were 5,258,779 subject profiles on the NDNAD held by England and Wales forces. Taking the estimated replication rate into account, this represents an estimated 4,548,844 individuals.
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DNA: Databases

Simon Hughes: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department (1) when she plans to bring forward proposals for the change in Government policy necessary for the UK to comply with the European Court of Human Rights' decision in the case of S and Marper; [265331]

(2) when she expects to make a decision on steps to be taken in response to the European Court of Human Rights' decision on the case of S and Marper. [265894]

Mr. Alan Campbell: I intend to consult on proposals for implementing the judgment as part of a wider Forensics White Paper. This is due to be published before summer 2009.

James Brokenshire: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what proportion of the data held on the national DNA database relates to DNA samples taken by (a) police forces in Scotland, (b) police forces in England and Wales and (c) the Police Service of Northern Ireland. [266917]

Mr. Alan Campbell: The following table shows the number and proportion of all subject profiles held on the national DNA database (NDNAD) by forces in Scotland, England and Wales, and Northern Ireland as at 30 March 2009.

The number of subject profiles held on the NDNAD is not the same as the number of individuals with a profile on the database. As it is possible for a profile to 
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be loaded on to the NDNAD on more than one occasion, some profiles held on the NDNAD are replicates. This can occur, for example, if the person provided different names, or different versions of their name, on separate arrests, or because profiles are upgraded. The replication rate for the NDNAD is currently estimated at 13.5 per cent. although the rate may vary between forces.

	Force
	Number of subject profiles
	Number of individuals (Estimated)
	Proportion of total subject profiles held on NDNAD

	England and Wales
	5,258,779
	—
	93.67

	Scotland
	259,522
	—
	4.62

	Northern Ireland
	66,967
	—
	1.19

	Other
	29,143
	—
	0.52

	Total
	5,614,411
	4,856,466
	100


--------------
Forensic Science

Damian Green: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what timetable she has set for publication of the Forensics White Paper. [267894]

Mr. Alan Campbell: We are currently considering the timetable for the Forensics White Paper, and are taking particular account of our commitment to respond to the recent European Court judgment relating to the retention of DNA profiles.
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