The Rt. Hon Nick Clegg
Deputy Prime Minister’s Office
70 Whitehall
London
SW1A 2AS
10 March 2014
Dear Deputy Prime Minister
Commercial cultivation of RoundUp Ready GM crops in England
We write regarding the position adopted by the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs at the EU Environment Council on 3rd March, at which he supported a
proposal which would fast-track the commercial planting of GM crops in countries such as
England whose Governments are taking a pro-GM approach.
We are concerned that this position could lead to the commercial planting of Monsanto’s
RoundUp Ready GM maize NK603 or Syngenta’s GM maize GA21 (which is also tolerant to
RoundUp) in England as early as Spring 2015. Monsanto has not withdrawn its application to
plant NK603 in the EU, despite announcing in July 2013 that it would do so.1
Herbicide tolerant crops such as NK603 and GA21 are those most likely to be planted if
commercial cultivation is allowed in England. These crops are genetically engineered to
withstand blanket spraying with weedkillers such as glyphosate (brand name RoundUp).
Other crops in the pipeline for approval are resistant to the European corn borer and are
unsuitable for growing in the UK as this pest is not a problem here.
Plans to grow herbicide-tolerant GM crops commercially in the UK were abandoned in 2004,
following the Farm Scale Evaluations (FSEs), which showed that blanket spraying with
weedkillers destroys important habitats for birds, butterflies and other wildlife.2 These
concerns have been borne out in reality in the United States, where widespread planting of
RoundUp Ready crops has led to a drastic decline in numbers of the iconic Monarch
3
butterfly, due to the destruction of the milkweed habitat where they lay their eggs.
‘Superweeds’ which have evolved resistance to RoundUp are now adversely affecting half of
US farms surveyed in 2013, leading to major economic and environmental problems as
spraying with other more toxic weedkillers has increased in response.4 Monopoly control
over the seed supply, which is patented, has also led to major seed price hikes for farmers.
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If GM crops are grown in England, this will pose major problems for conventional and
organic farmers who are likely to be forced to pay the costs of segregation and certification
of their crops as GM-free in order to access more lucrative GM-free markets.5 Contamination
incidents can be caused by inadvertent mixing of crops or seeds anywhere along the supply
chain, or by spread of seeds by birds or pollen on the wind. Such incidents have cost
hundreds of millions of dollars in lost markets when they have occurred in other countries.
Please consider the serious implications for British wildlife and farmers’ livelihoods of
planting RoundUp Ready GM crops. The existing evidence base shows that herbicidetolerant crops cause environmental harm which should be avoided. There is an urgent need
to strengthen the risk assessment and approvals process for GM crops to prevent
environmental harm, not to fast-track commercial plantings.
We urge you to reconsider the position adopted by Owen Paterson at the Environment
Council on 3rd March and withdraw the UK Government’s support for this flawed proposal.
We would be happy to meet with you to discuss this issue further.
Yours faithfully
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